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To the Right Honourable Sir FOHN 
" .ETLES, Kr. Lord Maror 
of the C1TY of LONDON. 


My Lord! _— 
(; O D hath inflitted many Jadgments nfon this great City , and 


hindled many Dreadful Fires among us, which have at ſeve- 
| ral times overthrowa and conſumed many Thouſand Dwel- 
lings, and yet moſt People are regardleſs of this Judgment. . 
here be three Duties to be Gros in reſpe&t of God's Judgments. 
1. When they fail out, there muſt be ſpecial Notice taken of them : 


| They muſt be obferved, Marked , and Commented upon both in our 


Atedit ations and Conferences, Palm g. 16. The Lord is known by 
the Judgments which He executethr , or the Lord maketh Himſelf 
kzown by His Judgments, what a Juſt and Powerful God He is. God 
complains of ſome, Iſa. 5. 12. That they regard not the Work. of 
the Lord, nor conſider the Operation of His Hands. And Pſalm 
64. 9. All Men ſhall fear, and declare the Works of God. for they 
ſhall wiſely conſider of His doings. ; 

2. God's Works of Juſtice muſt be magnified, and God magnified 
ia them. Job 35. Remember that thou magnifie His Work whick: 
Men behold. Emvery Man may ſee it, and behold it afar off. It ts 
one thing to ſee God's Work which a Man cannot avoid if bis Eyes be 
open ; another thing ſo as to ſee and agnize God's Greatneſs in them 4 


ſo as to cry out, as Moles and the Children of Iſrael did , when God 


drowned Pharaoh and his Hoſt in the Red Sea, Exod. 1 5.11, Who 
is like unto "Thee, O Lord among the: Gods, glorious in Holineſs: 
fearful in Praiſes, and in doing Wonders ? We muſt obſerve and glo- 
rifle the Juſtice of God, eſpecially confidering how His Fudgments are 
many times ſutable ro Mens Sins. 

3. God's Works of Fuſtice muſt be remembred, Pfalm 11s. 4+ 
He hath made His wanderful Works to be remembred : Therefore: 


we ought always to keep them in mind, Remember Lor's Wife, &c. 


A 2 Obj,. Fur 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

Obj. But is it n0t an eaſie thing to remember any ſtrange Tudg- 
ment, that a Alan hath taſted of, ſccn, or heard of. Who 1s there 
that doth ot remember ſuch things? | 

Reſp. The Remembrance that God calls for, 1s not a bare Hiſtorical 
Remembrance, It 8s common and eaſy exough to remember the Story of 
Lot's Wife, or any other on wrom God's Judgments have been Execu- 
rd, The Rea:tmbrance that 1s required of wu 15 an Operative and 
. Prattical Remembrance, ſo to remember them as to be warned by them, 
cid to teke heed of ihe fame or ſuch like Sins as ſuch Judgments 
came for, [0 19 remember them as to be quickzed to the Fear of God, 
ed to Obedience to His Precepts, and to glorifie Filis Name in Hs 
fiery Diſpgenſations towards mw. God hath not wrought ſuch great 
tings in the World, whether reſpetting Perſons or Nations , nor 
h.adled jo many Fires in this City, that we ſhould write them upon the 
Vi -:ter, or in the Sand, which the wext blaſt of Wind defaceth and 
blows out.: But He hath made ſuch wonderful Works of Hu to be re- 
1.embred. He will have them written in Braſs as it were with the 
Pen of Iron, and the Point of a Diamond: And indeed all God's 
Works are /o made, that they are worthy to be remembred by us. 


My Lord, 1 kumbly dedicate this enſuing Sermon to Your Loraſhip, 
and preſent it to the touch and teſt of Tour Judgment. My utmoſt 
Amvition in this mean Tender is no more than that Perſians was, who 


having #othing to preſent the King Artaxerxes with, ran to the Ri- 


wut and brought him his handful of Water. T hope this poor Preſent 
ſhatl find acceptance with You, and that my good Intentions ſtamped 
upon it, may advance the Price of it, as the poor Widows Charitable 
Aind in the Goſpel did raiſe the Value of her Mite: The Lord Di- 
' rett and Afiift Tow in all Tour weighty Affairs in the Government of 
rhe: City : And ſo recommending You to the Rich Grace of God, 1 


humbly take my. leave,. and remain, 


September 1 3. Your a; in all Goſpel-Services 
1688, to be Commandaed, 


WILLIAM GEARING, 


_—, ——— 
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IHaiah xxiv. 15. 


Wherefore glorifie ye the Lord in the Fires, 
even the Name of the Lord God of Iſrael 
in the Iſles of the Sea. 


' | N the former part of this Chapter ye have the De- 

ſ) ſcription ofa terrible conſuming Judgment, * Behold 

the Lord maketh the Earth empty, and maketh it waſte, 

and turneth it upſide down , and ſcattereth abroad the 
Inhabitants thereof. 

The Effects here ſpoken of are like thoſe that follow a 
Terrible Fire 3 they make the Earth empty , overturn 
Houſes, and ſcatter abroad the Inhabitants driven yy of 

B their 
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their Habitations : The Prophet ſhews that this Judgment 
(hould make no difference in regard of any outward 
Eſtate or Condition of Men, namely, in reference to 
their ontward.Conditions, The Judgments of God look 
upon all alike 3 therefore ſaith the Prophet, verſe 2. It 
ſhall be, As 2th the People, ſo with the Prieſt 3 as with the 
Servant, ſo with bis Maſter 5 as with the Maid, ſo with her 
Miſtreſs 5 as with the Buyer, ſo with the Selſer 5 as with the 
Lender, ſo with the © Borrower ; as with the taker of Uſury , 
ſo with the giver of Uſury to him : They hall be all wrapt 
up in one bundle of Judgments witbout diſcrimination. 
Then the Prophet goes on to deſcribe the Conſequents 
of it, verſe 3. The Land ſhall be utterly emptied, and utter- 
ly ſpoiled, for the Lord hath ſpoken this word, The Earth 
mourneth, and fadeth away, the haughty "People of the Earth 
do languiſh : and fo on to the end of the Twelfth Verſe. 
But now, though the Judgments of God go thus forth, 
_ and conſume all ſorts alike who be alike in their Sins, yet 
the Lord knows how to make a difference, and in the 
moſt common Calamities he uſually hath a Reſerve : But 
the Reſerve is made, not upon any outward- Conſidera- 
tion, but the difference'is in reference to the Spiritual | 
Eſtate and Internal Condition of Man. Therefore he 
ſaith in the Thirteenth Verſe, When thus it ſhall be inthe 
midſt of the Land among the "People, there ſhall be as the 
ſhaking of an Olive Tree, and as the gleaning of Grapes when 
the Vintage is done. - They ſhall lift up their Voice , they ſhall 
ſing for the Majeſty of the Lord, they ſhall cry aloud from 
the Sea. That is, there are ſome, though poſſibly they 
may be much afflicted , and in great diſtreſs, yet their 
' Comforts ſhall not be quite removed. It (hall be with 
them as is expreſſed, verſe 8. The Mirth of Tabrets eeefeth, 
| the 


at St. Mary-le-Bow, Sept. 3d. 1688. 3} 


the neſe of them that rejoyce endeth, the joy of the Harp 
ceaſeth. They ſhall not drink Wine with a Seng, ſtrong Drink 
ſhall be bitter to them that drinkit, That is, all their Joy 
and Mirth ſhall come to an end. *But theſe ſhall lift up 
their Voice, and ſing for the eMajeſty of the Lord, they ſhall 
cry aloud from the Sea, Now upon this difference of 
God's Diſpenſation, the Prophet groundeth an exhortati- 
on 1n the words of my Text ; Wherefore glorifie ye the Lord 
in the Fires, even the Name of the Lord God of Iſrael in 
the Iſles of the Sea, Here was the Deſcription of the Judg- 
ment, which like Fire had conſumed all. Here were ſome 
that were ſpared, and they lifted up their»Voice, and 
cryed unto others, Wherefore glorifie ze God in the Fires,$c. 
So that the Words are an Exhortation to an Holy and 
Gracious improvement of the Judgment of God that was 
upon them, Wherefore glorifie ye God, &c. 


Here it will be needful to open two things. 


I. What is meant by glorifying of God. 
2. What is here meant by theſe Fires in my Text. 


To glorifie God, underſtand it firſt Negatively, What 
it is not. It is not to be underſtood, as if it were to make 
God glorious, for God was glorious from Everlaſting : - 
When we gploritie Him we do not begin to make Him 
glorious. They that were obſcure among Men , by Ho- 
nour and Glory put upon them may begin to be glorified, 
but God's Glory was with Him from Everlaſting, -He is 
Infinitely Gloridus in Himſelf, and fo no Addition can 
be made to Him that 1s Infinite in Glory : Our glorify- 
ing of Him is not the adding any thing to the Glory 
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which God had, it is not the heaping up any farther Glo- 
ry upon Him than what He tad before, for His Glory 
is Infinite 3 and that is Infinite to which nothing can be 
added , and from which nothing can be taken. The 


greateſt Glory on Earth is that of a Mighty Monarch, 


when he appeareth in State, his Robes Glorious, his At- 
tendants Glorious, when every thing about him is orde- 
red to be as glorious as may be (the Scripture ſpeaks of 
Solomon in all bis Glory, Matth. 6.) T grant there is no 
proportion here, for what proportion is there between 
that which is Finite, and that which 1s Infinite > But be- 
cauſe we know no higher, it is the beſt reſemblance we 
have, whereby we take ſome ſcantling of the Infinite 
Glory of our Heavenly King. Therefore the Scriptures 
ſpeak of it to us according to our Capacity. Pſalm gz. 
i. The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious Apparel ; 
the Lord reigneth, he is clothed with Majeſty.— O Lord 
zry God, Thou art become exceeding glorious, Thou art clothed 
with Majeſty and Hononr, Pal. 104. But (as I faid be- 
fore } it holdeth no proportion. So that we may not un- 
fitly take up our Apoſtles Words elſewhere, (though ſpo- 
ken to another purpoſe) 2 Cor. 2. 10. Even that which 
3s moſt glorious here, hath no Glory in this reſped , by reaſon 
of the Glory that excelleth, And the force of the Argu- 
ment he uſeth at the next Verſe there, holdeth full out as 


ſtrongly here: For, faith he, If that which is. done away 


be glorious, mmch more that which remaineth is glorious. 
The Glory of the Mightieſt Prince in the World when it is 
at the fulleſt is but yt, a matter rather of ſhew and 
Opinion than of Subſtance, and hath in it more of F ancy 
than Reality, (wen? mais parmoias, Is St. Luke's Expreſſion, 
AFs 25. 23.) yet as empty athing as it is, if it were of 
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any permanency, it were more worthy to be regarded; 
but that which makes it the more vain, is, that it is a 
thing ſo tranſitory, it ſhall and muſt be done away. But 
the Glory of the Great King of Heaven abideth, and ſhall 
not (cannat) be done away for ever, *Pſalm 104. 31. 
The gloriows eMajeſty of the Lord endureth for ever. If then 
that be glorious, then this much more. 

And as no other thing belongeth ſo properly to God as 
Glory , ſo neither doth Glory belong ſo properly to any 
other Perſon, as to God. The Holy Martyr St. Stephez: 
therefore calleth him, As. 7. 2. The God of Glory: Ard 
the Holy Apoſtles, when they ſpeak of giving him Glory, 
do it ſometimes with the Excluſive Particle, wr os ow, 
to the onely Wiſe God, or as the Words will equally bear 
it, (faith Biſhop Sanderſon) Onely to the Wiſe God be Glo- 
ry ; to Him, and onely to Him, yea, and the Holy Angels : 
In that Anthem they ſang upon our Saviour's Birth, when 
they ſhared Heaven and Earth their ſeveral Portions, alot- 
ted us our Part in peace, and the good Will of God, but 
with Reſervation of the whole Glory to Him, Lak. 2. 14. 
Glory be to God on high, and in Earth *Peace, and towards 
eMen good Will. It 1s well for us if we MAT wi on 
may enjoy our own Peace, and His good nw com th, 
Will ; (for it is but little that we have mrcum bene agitur, je 
deſerved either of both 3 ) but let us be- {{@ 122%. Bern. 
ware how we meddle with His Glory , ” 


for He is moſt jealous of that Divine, Infinite, Incompre- 
. henſible Glory that belongeth to Him as Supream King of 


Kings, as His peculiar Prerogative, and the choiceſt 
Flower in His Crown, in that He will bear no ſharer ; 
for He hath expreſly told us, /Hy Glory will I not give to 
another, Iſa. 42. 8. 

One 


- 99% 0 OA qger at & 


nn — 


6 + A'SER MON Preached 


One would think, that by the form of the Verb in the 
Exhortation, that God looketh for ſome Glory from us: 
for what elſe is it to glorifie, but to make one glorious by 
conferring ſome Glory upon him which he had not, (or 
not in that degree ) before. And how can that be done 
to God, whole Glory is Perfect, Effential , and Infinite : 
And unto what is Perfect, mach leſs to what is Infinite, 
nothing can be added, What one that had Virgin great 
Veneration , ſaid of him, (Tanta eMaronis Gloria, ut nul- 
lizs laudibus creſcat , aullius wituperatione minuatur }) was 
but .a flaunting Hyperble, far beyond the Merit of the 
Party he meant it to. But the hike Speech would be moſt 
exquiſitely true of God, (a weſwars rather than an Hyper- 
bole, as a Learned Man noteth,) for God's Glory is truly 
ſuch, as all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth, ſhould 
they. joyn their whole Forces to do it, could not make it 
either more or leſs than it is We muſt therefore be con- 
ſtrained to forſake the proper Ggnification of the Word 
Glorifie, which is to add fome Glory to another , either 
in kind, or in degree, which before he had not ; and 
underſtand it in ſuch a Sence, as that the thing meant 
thereby may be feaſible. ' 


' So then, when we are exhorted to glorifie God affir- 
matively, it is to manifeſt the Glory that God hath, or to 


declare. and ſhew how glorious God 1s. Now when 
we glorifie God, we do but ſhew forth his Glory. The - 


Heavens declare the Glory of God, and the Firmament 
ſheweth his handy work, Pſalm 19. 1. And thus the An- 
gels and Saints in Heaven declare His Glory : And thus 
all His People on Earth declare His Glory. The Hea- 
vens declare His Glory Naturally, and Saints declare His 
: | Glory 
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Glory Spiritually : They ſhew forth His Glory, and do 
manifeſt to their own Conſciences , and —_ 

tothe World, how highly they prize and ,,,, pry yn 
eſteem His Glory, and how earneſtly they nifcentian  predicar. 
deſire, and as much as in them lieth, en- <> Emil. hom 6. 
deavour it, that all other Men would alſo with them ac- 
knowledge and admire the ſame 5 Sing Praiſe 10 the Ho- 
nour of His Name, make His Praiſe tobe glorious, Pſalue 66.7. 
The Prophet doth not ſay , make His Eflence to-be more 
glorious than it is 1n it (elf, but make His Praiſe to be more 
and more glorious in the Eye and Eſteem of Men 5 Pſalm 
145. 1T, 12. That eAflen may ſpeak of the Glory of Hs 
Kd and talk of His Power : Aud make known to the 
Sons of eNMen His Mighty As, and the glorious Ma- 
jeſty of His Kingdom. So Pſalm 96. 2, 3, 6, 7, 8. 
Sing unto the Lord, Bleſs His Name, ſhew forth His Salvua- 
tion from day to day: Declare His Glory among the Heathen, 
His Wonders among all *People,. Honour and eMajeſty are 
before Him ;, Strength-and Beauty are in His SanGuary, Give 
unto the Lord (O ye Kindreds of the People) give unto the 
Lord Glory and Strength : Give unto the Lord the Glory, due 
unto His Name. When we endeavour by our Thank 


_ givings, Confeſſions, Faith, Obedience, and Good Works, 


to bring God's true Religion and Worſhip into requeſt , 
to win a due Reverence to His Holy Name and Word, to 
beget in others more High and Honourable Thoughts con- 
cerning God in all theſe His moſt Eminent Attributes of 
Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, Mercy, &c. This is according 
to. Scripture Language to gloritte God. . 

1. To glorifie God ſuppoſeth that we know what a 
God He is, a God full of all Perfection, a God glorious 
in Holyneſs, glorious in Majeſty and Power 3 otherwiſe 

| we 
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we cannot give Him Glory, no more than a Blind Man 


' can praiſe ſuper-eminent Beauty, or Excellent Colours. 


2. It ſuppoſeth that there be an inward Delight in His 
glorious Excellencies. 


}. Then will follow an outward teſtifying and acknow- 
ledging of His Excellencies, declaring what a God of Glo- 
ry He 1s. We do not by ſhewing forth His Glory increaſe 
His Glory : We add not Light to the Sun, when we praiſe 
and commend the Luſtre. of it. God's Excellencies are 
His Praiſe ; our Acknowledgment makes this His Praiſe 
glorious. A Man would think the glorious Angels and 
Saints-in Heaven were fitter Inſtruments for ſuch. an Em- 
ployment, than ſuch poor 'Worms of the Earth as we are. 
It is confeiled , they in Heaven are fitter to do it, and 
there it is beſt done, but it is more needful to be done 
here upon Earth ; and if it be ſincerely done here ; it is 
very acceptable unto God. It 1s not ſo much the thing 
done that God regardeth, as the performance of it in (in- 
gleneſs of .Heart : Let that be ſet right firſt, and then be 
the performance what it will, we both Pleaſe and Honour 
God therewith. Wheſo offereth * Praiſe, glorifieth me, ſaith 
the Lord, (P/al. 50. 23.) That is, fo He intendeth it, 
and fo I accept it. Wherefore the Glory of God, the 
ſetting forth of His Eminencies and Excellencies , ſhould 


be the end of our Lives, and the principal thing we 


ſhould aim at. We begin with it in the Lord's Prayer, 
Hallowed be thy Name : It ſhould be our main Employ- 
ment : Of Him, and by Him are all things, to Him be Glo- 


_ ry. for ever, (Row. 11.) We ſhould therefore give God - 
that which is His own, Thine 7s the Glory; as it is in the 


Con- 


-, 4 ® 


at St, Mary-le-Bow, Sept. 3d. 1688, 5 


Concluſion of the Lord's Prayer. When we begin , the 
firſt Petition we are to put up, is, Hallowed, or Glorifi- 
ed be thy Name : We are to pray that His Name may be 
Hallowed or Glorified : And. when we have gone through 
all the Petitions, we are to wrap up all in the Concluſion 
with this Acknowledgment, that to Him alone belongeth 
all the Kingdom, the Power, and Glory for Ever and 
Ever. Gods Glory muſt have the firſt place in all our 
Defigns, Prayers, Intents, and Purpoſes : It is the end of 
all Obedience. eMatth. 5. 16. Let your Light ſo ſhine be- 
fore Men, thet they may ſee your good Works, and glorifie 
your Father which is 3n Heaven, This is a notable Tryal 
of all our dealings, and this is that which may humble 
the beſt Chriſtians, who are too apt to reſpect themſelves, 
and cannot-keep their Eye dire&ly and only upon God, 
_ His Glory. And that we may glorifie God , we 
mult 


I. Pray and Endeavour after the Knowledge of God, 
for without it we cannot diſcern the Excellency of His 
Name, nor in any meaſure ſanftifie Him in our Hearts. 
Ignorant People have no eſteem of 'Mens Gifts, Learn- 
ing, &c.. becauſe they know them not, much leſs can we 
have a due Eſtimation of God's PerfeQtions without Know- 
ledge. God made the World and the Creatures, thereby 
to make Himſelf known for His Glory. And more clear- 
ly did He make Himſelf known by His Word, that He 
might be glorified : But they that come not to the Know- 
ledge of God cannot glorifie Him. 


2.” We muſt endeavour that in our hearts we may have 
a due Reverence, and Awful Admiration of the Jo 
| xcel- 
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Exccllend "that we may rightly conccive of Him, and 


PR—_— 


that we ob diſcern Him in His Word, and in his Works, 


and rightly be affected towards Bim in His Worſhip. 


2. We muſt likewiſe jn. our Words endeavour to ex-- 


preſs due Reverence towards Him upon all occalions , 
ſpeaking to His Praiſe and Glory, And.” 


4. That all our Works and: AQtions mey -hs diredted to 
His Gloty, and that in theny others: may- diſcern a due 
Reſpett to His Majeſty. And- here let us take heed of 
aiming at our own Glory in God's Service, this is the 


way to loſe a Reward from God, for herein a Man ſer- . 


veth himſelf, and not God'; and therefore no marvel if 
the Lord deny him any Wages : Yea, herein a Man put- 
teth himfcHf in God's place; and therefore-deſerveth- that 
Puniſhment which is due to ſuch as rob Him of His Glory. 


' Obj. Oh but we are: bid to let our Light ſhine 'before 
Men, that they may ſee'our good Works! 


Refer, The Words reoneile nn We E, bid 


to let our Light ſhine before Men to this end, that ſeeing 


onr good Works they may glorific our- Heavenly Father : 


We are bid not on; do they FUE —_— oy vo end, to be. 


en of Men. 


In the ſecond hive we are tO enquire whe? weare to 
underſtand by theſe Fires ini my Text, ds ye the- 
Lerd in : fog Fi ires, bee, | | 


Th 


Firs 
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 . Firets taken in Scripture diverte ways. putlob 

I. There is an Internal Metaphorical Fire, | a Fire in the 
Conſcience, Thus Gad' ſends an evil Conſcience into ma- 
ny wicked Men, which is like a flaming Furnace, much 
worſe than King Ieonuchadnezzar's: Furnace of Fire; 
when heated Seven times hotter than ordinary. . Theſe are 
the greateſt of all Fires, ' and their burnings are.the grea- 
teſt ſcorchings, when the ſparks of God's fiery Wrath and 


Indignation fall into it. 


2, There is the Fire of Bodily Diſtempers. Such Fires 
are threatned , Dent. 28. 22. The Lard ſhall ſarite thee 
with the Conſumption, and the Fever, and with an 1nflammas< 
tion, and an extream burning, How many Perſons both 
young and old doth God conſume by ſuch Fires as theſe 
are : | £2 
3- The third Judgment of Fire may be taken for the 
Extream Heat and Burning of the Sun, ſuch as we had in 
ſome part of this Summer, And this 1n Scripture 1s cal- 
led by the Name of Fire, Foel 1. 20. The * Beaſts of the 
Field cry unto Thee, for the Watcrs are dryed up , and Fire 
hath dewoured the *Paſtnres of the Wilderneſs, This Fire is 
only the heat of the Sun, which ſcorched and burnt up 
the Paſtures of the Wilderneſs 3 and this the Prophet calls 
by the name of Fire, , And,God many times ſends a blaſt- 
ing, by which the tender Fruits of the Earth are. burnt 
up, Which the £atines call by the Name of Credo, that 
is, a burning. _ ' ' | 


4. There are extraordinary Fires, which God ſome- 
times ſends from Heaven. Such was the Fire of God thar 
| C 3 deftroyed 
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deſtroyed Job's Sheep, (Fob 1. 16.) which burnt up his 
Sheep and his Servants, and confumed them 3 ſuch was 
that Fire that went out from the Lord, and conſumed 
Nadab and Abihu for offering ſtrange Fire before the 
Lord, ( Levjt. 10. 2.) Elijah procured Fire from Heaven 
to conſume the Captains that came to apprehend him from 
the King, 2 Neg. 1. 10, 12.' And it is ſaid, That the 
Lord did raign down Fire and Brimſtone from the Lord out 
of Heaven upon Sodom to conſume it, Gen. 1 9: 24. and burnt 
up the Citiesof the Plain. And the *P/almiſt ſpeaking of 
the Plagues of Egypt, (Pſalm 105. 32.) fanh, That the 
Lord ſent flames of Fire in the Land. So ſome Expound 
that place, Pſalm 104. 4..) He maketh His Angels Spi- 
 rits, and His eMiniſters a flame of Fire: 3. e. ſay they, He 
. uſeth flames. of Fire for His Miniſters, for His Meſſengers, 
He ſends a Fire on His Errand to do His Work. But we 
know, that place'is applyed to the Holy Angels by the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 1. 7. The Fire of God which burnt up 
Job's Sheep and Servants, is conceived to: have been ſome 
terrible flaſh of Lightning, which in a moment deſtroyed 
and conſumed the Sheep and the Shepherds. - And this is 
more probable, becauſe it is faid to fall down from Hea- 
ven, that is, out of the Air : for ſo often in Scripture 
Heaven is put for the Air, the middle Region. of the Air, 
where Satan hath great Power, Eph. 2. 2. therefore- he 
' is called the Prince of the Power of Air, and he can do 
_ Mighty things, command much in that Magazine of Hea- 
ven, where the dreadful Artillery which makes Men trem- 
ble, thoſe fiery Meteors, Thunder and Lightning are 
lodged. This Fire that conſumed Fob's Sheep and Ser- 
vants, is called the Fire of God, not only becauſe it was 
nt from God as all other Aﬀlictions are, but it may be 

called 
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called the Fire of God becauſe of the ſtrangeneſs of it, it 
was a Wonderful, an Extraordinary Fire: And fo it is 
uſual in the Hebrew to uſe the: Name of God as an Epi- 
thete, as an Additional Word to heighten the Excellency, . 
Greatneſs, and Rareneſfs of things. We find that Phraſe 
often, A Man of God. The Hebrews ſay, to call one a 
Man of God, is as much as to ſay, hes an Extraordinary 
Man, a Man of an Excellent Spirit, a Prophet, an Holy 
Man, a Man.inſpird of God. In that *Pfalz , where the 
Church is ſhadowed under the ſimilitude of a Vine, it is 
faid, She did ſend forth her Branches like the: goodly Cedars, 
ſo we tranſlate it ; :It is in the Original, She ſent forth her 
"Branches as the Cedars of God ; that is, Excellent Cedars, 
tall and Extraordinary Cedars. The 'P/almift in Pal. 36. 
comparing the Love of God to great Mountains, faith , 
Thy Righteouſneſs is like the great Mountains , *Pjal. 36.'6. 
The word is, /ike the Mountains of God. So' in Pſalm 
65. 9. Thou ij the Earth, and watereſt it, thou: greatly 
enricheſt it with the Rivers of God, that is, with an Excel- 
lent River : So here, the Fire of God, that is, a ſtrange 
Fire, a vehement Fire, an extraordinary Fire, an unuſual 
and unheard of Fire. Therefore the Hebrews call Extra- 
ordinary things the things of God, becauſe all the. 
Wonders and Excellencies, all the Beauty and Glory that : 
is in Creatures, is but a foot-ſtep and drop of that Excel- 
lency, Glory, and Power that is in God; therefore every 
thing that is moſt Excellent is aſcribed unto God, This 
Fire being a ſtrange and Extraordinary Fire, is ſaid to be 
the Fire of God. | ' 
But here it may be demanded, why Satan choſe to 
conſume / Fob's Sheep with Fire 2 Why did he not rather 
make uſe of Spoilers and Robbers to take them away? 


iſs. 
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He could have:drawnthe Shears to:have carryed away 
the Flocks of Sheep, 'as well as the Droves of greater Cat- 
; tle; he could calily-have procured: them, why then doth 
he cauſe Fire from Heaven to come down, even the Fire 
of God tv conſume them? * !: EP: 7] 
: I Anfiver, 'The Reaſon of it 'was, .to make the Aﬀici- 
on more ſharp and grievous. He 'wouvld not have the 
Sheep to:be taken'away after the ſame manner that the 
Qxecy and-Camels were: that he might aggravate: Fob's 
Trouble, iabd ftir kimiup to murmur againſt God, yea, 
and to blaſpheme. His Holy Name or that was his De- 
ſtga) and thereby to beget an Opinion in God, that God 
was become his Enemy as well as Man. Thoſe Afﬀictions 
are moſt grievous, wherein God appeareth to be againſt 
EM 275! | | 
"It may be demanded further, Why the Sheep were con- 
ſumed with Fire'rather than any other of his Cattle ? 
 _Expolitors anſwer this.in two things, 


- 1. The Sheep were uſedin Sacrifice, when the days of 
the Feaſting of Job's Children were ended, Fob 1. 5. Job: 
offered! Sacrifice, he offered Burnt-Offerings according to: 
the Number of them all: And the Sheep chiefly were offe-. 
redin Sacrifice. Now Satan by canſauming the Sheep, hoped 
to' faſten this upon Fob, if he could poflibly do it, that 
God*was'not pleaſed with his very Sacritices, that He was 


avgry with his Duties and Services. As if he ſhould fay WS 


Doſt thou think, that the offering up of thy Sheep in Sa» 
crifice hath been acceptable unto God ? Doubtleſs, if the 
Fire of thoſe Sacrifices had been pleafing to God, if: he 
had ſmelt a favour of reſt in'them, (as He is faid to: have 
done, when'N(aah offered Sacrifice after the Cohagi..: 
en. 
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Ger. 18. 11.): He would never heve ſent a Fire from 
Heaven to conſume them : But Origen brings in Fob ex- 
cell:ntly retorting this. fuggeftion:upon: Satan, I facrifi-- 
ced now one, and then another of my Sheep to Gad, bur 
i now blefled be God, who hath accepted all:my Flock .as 
| one Burnt-Offering, : DE NBGUS 90 T4 Cs IN 
Moreover Jobs Sheep were: conſumed: by Fire, as to 
make Job think his former ſervices were rejeted of God, 
ſo to diſcourage him, and-take hm quite off from facrifi- 
cing any more, to make him deſpair of ever thriving in 
; the way of ſuch Services, in the wayof thoſe Duties, as 
4 if he ſhould haveſaid, I. will offer up no more: Burnt-' 
; Offerings, for T ſhall never appeafe the Anger of God, 
nor any way benefit my ſelf... 'If Satan by ſuch:prejudices 
as thefe againſt Holy Duties, - can (cauſe us: to' lay them 
afide, he hath vanquiſhed us, and our :Souls. are left: na- 
: ked and unarmed. IF we give over Prayer and other Du- 
A ties, we have no. ground to expect God's: Afliſtance- or 


th 


- 


Protection. OY 


5, All ſorts of Judgments are Fires, | eſpecially great.and 
dreadful Judgments. "Behold, ſaith the Lord, 1 will kin- 
dle a Fire in thee, and it ſhall devour. every green tree in 
thee, and every dry tree, Ezck. 20. 47. By Fire is meant 
that warlike Invaſion by the Babyloniars, who by Sword, 
and what accompanied it , laid all waſt. | And it ſhall 
devour '.every green. Tree in thee, and-every dry 


: Tree. Hierome makes theſe to be Saints and Sinners. So 
ſome others Expound the green Tree of the Righteous , 
i andthe dry Tree of the Wicked. -But ('Ezek. 9. 4.) the 
Righteous mourned for all the Abominations that were in 
Fernſalew, and were marked, 'that.they might not be de- 

| __ firoyed.:. 
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ſtroyed. | Therefore by Green Tree I' underſtand the 
Rich and Wealthy, the Young and Luſty, the High and 
Mighty 3 and by the Dry Tree the Poor, the Aged, and 
Weak, and thoſe whoſe Strength is exhauſted. And then 
it followeth in that 2oth Chapter of Ezekze! , The flaming 
Flame ſhall not be quenched. It is in the Original, The 
Flame of Flame : The doubling of the word notes the In- 
tention of it, 4 veherent Flame, ſuch as ſhould continue, 
and by no Art, Power, or Policy be extin& ; that AMi- 
Qion ſhould be wonderful, fore and laſting. The War 
begat Famine, Famine begat the Plague, and the Plague 
Death : Here was a Flame of a Flame; they ſtrove by the 
Egyptians to quench that Fire, but could not. As a Fire 
dovours all before it, ſo do the fierce Judgments of God 
Fuine People, be they high or low, weak or ſtrong,. and 
dryeth up the Spirits of thoſe that are living : So faith the 
Prophet, (Lament. 4. 8.) Their Viſage is blacker than a Coal, 
they are not known in the Streets, their skin cleaveth to their 
bones, it is withered, it is become like a ſtick, When once 
God kindleth a Fire in His Judgments, being once begun, 
they cannot be ſtaid by the Skill or Power of the Crea- 
ture. The flaming Fire ſhall not be quenched. The Fews 
uſed all their Policy and Power to divert the Babylonians 
from coming againſt them, to remove them being come , 
but nothing prevailed. God's Fires are not cextinguiſha- 
ble by'the Arts, Counſels, or Forces of Men. As we can- 
not avoid God's Judgments threatned, ſo we cannot re- 
move them being inflicted. 

Every thing that is a Judgment, or an Effet of Wrath, 
that is a Fire : Whereſoever then is a manifeſtation of 
the Wrath of God in ſome ſad Qiſpenſation, in whatſoever 
Matter or- Subject it is, : it may be called a Fire. So = 
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the Fires we are here to glorifie-God in, are thoſe fad 
Diſpenſations of God, of what Nature ſvever they are ; 
every Judgment is a Fire, as well as Fire it ſelf may be a 
Judgment. There are Fires in God's Wrath , though no 
flame break forth. A Fire is kindled in His Wrath: The 
Anger of God is a Fire, and there is no ſtanding before 
the Wrath of God when that burneth : And we are to 
glorifie God in His Wrath, as well as in His Mercy. 


Pueſt. Here it may be demanded , Why are the Judg- 
ments of God clothed with this Title of Fire. ; es 


Take the Anſwer in theſe four things, 


Firſt, From their ſudden breaking forth, «fpecially 
that Fire which is a Judgment, an accidental Fire , ſuch 
a Fire as cometh not by blowing : It was threatned upon 
Wicked-Men, (Fob 20. 26.) That a Fire not blown ſhall 
conſume hin. This circumlocution intimates more than an 
ordinary Bire. We ordinarily kindle Fires by blowing, . 
but this is a Fire not blown. Many of the Greeks inter- 
pret this of Hell. There needs no Bel- 6 Þ 
lows to kindle that Fire. The Breath of _. 78nis Gebemn.e cum 
the Lord as a River of  Brimſtone ſhall kin- apoio” Be, 
dle it. Iſa. 30. ult. Tophet is prepared of tur, neq; lignis nutri- 
old, it needs no blowing to make it burn, 112/18 gout? 5 
But though the Fire of Hell may be cal- 
led a Fire not blown, yet I conceive this Scripture hath 
no Relation to it. 

The Lord ſends many Fires and Troubles in the World, 
that we may eaſily ſee how they come, and who were 
the Bellows to blow up theſe Fires, ſuch as the Fires - | 

D Dit- 


T® A SERMON Pratdd © 


Difcord and Contention among Brethren : .By theſe Fires 
many are conſumed, and it is no difficult thing to find out 
ſuch Bellows. We call Men of ſtrife Incendzries, ſuch as 
foment unnatural Fires, endeavouring ( what in them 
tieth) ro ſet Church and State on fire. It is. the ſtudy of 
ſome Men to kindle fire-between Party and Party, yea to 
make them of the fame Party ſuſpitious of one another, 
till all be in a flame. How vehemently hath this fire 
been blown in theſe days, and yet is blowing? And we 
have ſometimes ſeen the Bellows themfelves (as they: well 
deſerved it) burnt in it. *By the bleſſing of the [Righteous 
(faith Solomon) Prov. 11. 11. The City is exalted, but it is 
overthrown by the mouth of the wicked ; that is, by the con- 
tentious Words, and dividing Counſels of the Wicked. 
Theſe ſtir the Coals, and blow up the Fire, Prov. 29.. 8. 
Scornful Men bring: a City into a ſnare, or (as the Margin 
expreſſeth'it,) Set a City. on fire, But though ſuch Men , 
and' their inflaming Practices are often diſcernable by all, 
yet ſometimes the Fire of Contention and Trouble kin- 
dleth, whilſt every one ſtands wondering who blowethit, 
Both: Nations and Perſons have been ruin'd by an inviſt- 
ble Hand ; that they are conſumed they do perceive, but 
how, and by whom, they know not. No Man goes to 
blow- a Fire to. barn an Houſe, except fuch wicked: Wret- 
ches that do it on: purpoſe. Such. Fires as come ſuddenly, 
ſ{c]doms can- any one' give an account how they are kin- 
dled. . So many cf God's fad Diſpenſations upon a Place 
or People, they come very ſuddenly and unexpectedly, 
they break out no Man knows how. The Heathens have 
taken notice of this as a great aggravation-of Suffering , 
not to-know- whence their Miſery came, | 


Secordly, 
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 Secairdly, Becauſe there is a Terror in the Judgments of 
God, ;and-a pain in ſufferings. Fire is a'terrible anda pain- 
ful Element, and worketh through all. The Julgpments of 
God are like Fire in this reſpe&t. There #s no Aﬀi; ion for 
the preſent joyous, but . grievous , ſaith the Apoltle, God 
ſometimes ſends ſuch Judgments-upon the Wicked, as ſhall 
be an aſtoniſhment and-an affrightment-to thoſe that be- 
hold them. The Lord threatens the Wicked , Dent. 28.- 
59+ I will make thy plagues wonderful. | 


Thirdly, Fireis.a devouring Creature. In this reſpe& 
the: Judgments of God are compared to Fire, they are of 
a devouring Nature : The Sword and the Fire are devou- 
ring things. Fire is a great Eater, it hath a ſirong Sto- 
mach : What will not Fire digeſt ? Even the whole Sub> 
lunary. World at laſt (hall be devoured with Fire : The 
Elements ſball melt with fervent heat: Fire will. digeſt 
Stanes, :Iron, and Adamant ; ſuch is the Anger of God, 
there is no :{tanding before it, nor before the leaſt of 
God's Judgments, when 'He commands them Execution, 
it ſhall be done. The Judgments of God have a conſu- 
ming Power in them to eat ont and lay waſte the Wicked 
of the World. Behold, the day cometh that ſhall burn as 
an Ouen, .and all theproud, and all that do wickedly ſhall be 
like ſtraw and flubble before the Fire of God's Wrath. And 
the day that cometh ſhall burn them up, and ſhall leave then 
neither Root nor Branch, Mal. 4. 1. 


Fourthly, Fire is a mercileſs Element we ſay, Fire and 
Water have no Mercy : They are inexorable, there is no 
entreating them. - Such: is the Judgment *of God upon a 
wicked Mans if God will ftrike, none ſhall ſtay his Hand. 

| D 2 Though 
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Though eHeſes and Samuel ſtood before Him, yet the Sen- 
tence 1s irrevocable, the Fire of His Wrath muſt burn : 
Though Prayer hath often quenched the fire of God's 
Wrath, yet ſometimes the Anger of God cannot be quen- 
ched by Prayer; there's no intreaty to be heard, and 
that the fire of His Wrath may the more quietly burn, the 
Lord hath faid, *Pray not for this People. 


Fifibly, The Judgments of God in reference to His 
own People area fire, as they have a purging” and puri- 
fring quality in them. Fire cleanſeth, purgeth , and 
getteth out the droſs. This. is the Nature of God's fore 
Diſpepſations towards His People, . they get out their 
Droſs and Corruption. By this ſhall the iniquity of Facob 
be purged, Iſa, 27. The Vine turneth wild, and degene- 

| , _ rateth unleſs it be pruned, and Man pro- 
veth exorbitant, unleſs he be purged and 
cleanſed in the fire of Aﬀiction: He is 
apt to run out into evil ways, and is hardly reduced to a 
due conformity to the Will of God, | 


” Clem.” Alexand. 
Pxday.- 


From hence this point of Inſtruction ariſcth, 


That it is our Duty fo give Glory to God in all bis ſaddeſt 
Diſpenſations towards us. | 


We mult not only glorifie God in our green Paſtures, 
but allo glorifie God in the Fires. The Apoſtle faith, 
x Cor. 10. 30. Whatſoever ye do, whether you eat or drink, 
do all to the Glory of God, Now. | fay allo, whatſoever ye 
ſuffer, whether by Fire or Water, ſuffer all to the Glory 


of God; That js to glorifie God in thele Fires. 
2 The 
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The Life of Chriſt was an Active Life, and- a Paſſive 
Life, and in all he glorified God. He gives that account 
of it when he was ready to go out of the World, (Fohz: 
17. 4.) Father, [ have glorified Thee on Earth, and done the 
work Thou gaveſt me to do. So whatſoever our work be in 
the World, whether it lye in Ave or Paflive Obedience, 
we ſhould be able to give this account of it, that we have 
glorified God in it. Let us-confider our anſwerableneſs 
to this intendment. Ye are not only to glorifie God in 
the Fire, whilſt the, Fire is. burnwg, . but glorifie Him 
though the Fires be pat out from among you, Conſider 
then, whether ye have done that. which amounteth to 
your glorifying Godin the Fires. What that is you may 
take in theſe particulars. Hg 


1- To glorifie God in the. Fires, is to acknowledge 
that God was juſt in kindling the great Fire that conſu- 
med a great part of your City in the Year 1666, and ma- 
ny other Fires among you fince that time. 'And unleſs the 
Lord hath this acknowledgment from us, we do much dif- 
honour Him. When bas, had related a ftory. of 
God's ſad Diſpenfations, (Nehewzr. g.). he concludes werſe 
13. Howbeit Thou art juſt in all that is brought upon ws, for 
Thou haſt done right, but we have done wickedly. Therefore 
if God kindle Fires among us, and conſume us, yet God, 
is juſt in ſo doing. God often makes the Puniſhment ſu- 
table to' the Sin : And whenit is. ſo, it reneweth. the me-. 
mory of the Sin, and (ſtrikes the Heart with the horror of 
its own guiltineſls. Such. a Puniſhment is like a Croſs with. 
a Superſcriprion. upon it; as it ſcemeth by the Practice of 
Pi/ate, the manner of the. Romans was to expreſs the fact, 
of which the Party executed was accuſed, over his: Head 
'at 
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at his Execution. -So theſe Puniſhments are like a (Croſs 
with ſuch a'Superſcription-upon it, the Puniſhment«it ſelf 


doth as-good as upbraid the Conſcience. Thus and thus 


| haſt thou done, the Puniſhment puts the -Party-in mind 
of his Sin, as Sarmel did Agag. - As thy Sword hath made 
other Women childleſs, ſo ſhall thy /Mother be childleſs among 


Women, 1 Sum. 15.27. 


2, To acknowledge that God is merciful , [that as by 


our Sins we have deferved- whatever-the /Fire hath -kin- 
dled, ſo that "we have rot Taffered fo'much 'as wethave 
deſerved, Ezra 9. 13. Thou haſt puniſhed us leſs than' our 
Iniquities have deſerved, 1t is juſt thatwe are puniſhed, 
but Thou haſt puniſhed 4 leſs than we have deſerved, We 
are not to underſtand that, as if God had puniſhed them 
bat a hetle, for under'the-whole Heaven :God had -not 
kindled ſuch a'Fire as4n Ferrfalem, yet ſaiththe, Thou haſt 
puniſhed 4'leſs than we'have deſerved. 


' 2. Weglorifhe God'in'the Fires, when we-quietly and 

Glently ſubmit to'the' Fires. Some ſubmit to the Jadgments 
oF God-ontoffalkenneſs oF Spirit. This is a deſpifing -of 
the Judgment of God. Darid did. never more glorifie 
God, nor ſpeak His'Glory Touder, 'than-when 'he was 
dumb and fſitent under'God's Diſpenſation. There was no 
noiſe in hjs Spirit. If-it came*from/any one elfe, I could 
not have'held-my Tongue, 'Birt 1 was dumb , and opened 


ot my mouth, becaufe'it was Thy doing, *Chriſtianity tea- , 
cheth us to bear Loffes, and endure AMictions out of Love 


to'God, and in'Obedience-to' God's Command, and with 

Sobmifirgn to'HisHoly Will; There arefome who are of 

am obſtint Spirit, diſdaining to 'bow. under the _ 
| an 
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and ( though the twod. ſmart never. 10. miich\}to: tcintie 
any fubmiſhon tothe Will of God, or any remorſe ar all, 
Pharaoh was ſucha:one 3 how terribly did God. laſh: him: 
with a ten-ſtringed Whip.,. yetsſtilt.-he hardens his Heare 
againſt: Him, and relenteth noi\mare than if he bad\'ruck 
upon the ſide of:a Rock., And Ahaz was ſich ai'one ; he 
was-branded- and: ſtigmatized: for it, - God: for: his Wick- 
edneſs had: delivered him up into- the Hands of his: Ene- 
mies,. ('2 Chron. 28, 22.) and they hel4him.in Captivity 
and'Thraldom, yet in the.time ofi his diftrefs'he did-moze 
treſpaſs againſt the Lord. T7 his 5s. that King Ahas, 


PY 
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I have read. of a certain Lord Chancellor of Englazd, 
being far from: his;own: Houſe with the King, that at that 
time in the Moneth of . Auguſt, part of his Dwelling Houſe, 
and: all 'his Barns (being then tull-of Corn): were burnt up, 
and conſumed: by a ſudden Fire 3; bis Lady certifying him - 
of this Miſhap, he anſivereth her Letter in this manner. 


eNMadam,. 2 | BD,0 ety | 
A LL Health wiſhed\te you... 1 do. underſtand that all. our 
A "Barns and Corn , with ſome of our Neighbours. like+ 
iſe are waſted by Fire. An beauy and lamentable loſs, (but 
only that it was God's Wik ): of ſuch! abundance of Wealth : 
But becauſe it ſo ſeemed. good 16 God', we ruſt. not only pa- 
tiently, but alſo willingly. bear and; fulunit to the Hand of Gad 


| ſo ſtretched out. upon:us. God gave whatſoever we bf ; and 
ec 


ſeeing it hath ſo pleaſed: Hin to take away what He gave, 
His Divine Will be done + Never let.us repine at this, but let - 
us take it iv good part. We are -bound:to be thauk ful as, well in 
Adverſity as in Proſperity.5 and if. we caſt! up onr- Acconnts 
well, this which we eſteers ſo great a Loſs, is rather a greet | 

T4177, 


Peg 


—_—_— YT EF "I " 


24 SEA R MON Preached 


Gain, for what 3s neceſſary and conducing to our Satuation, 3s 
better: known to God than tows. I cnitreat you therefore to 
take a good Heart, and to give thanks to God for all theſe 
things which He hath pleaſed to take away, as well as for all 
His "Bleſſings which He hath beſtowed on us, and to praiſe 
Him for that which is left, It is an eafie matter with God, 
if He pleaſe, to augment what is left : But if He ſhall ſee 
good to take away more, even as it ſhall pleaſe Him, ſo let it 
be. I pray yon, be joyful in the Lord with my Children, and 
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all our. Family : All theſe things, and all we, are in the Hand 


of the Lera'; let us therefore wholly depend upon His good 
Will, and fo no Loſſes ſhall ever hurt us, | 


4. Be ſure of this, that you loſe your Droſs in the Fire. 
If ye can ſhew that any of your Droſsis come out by the 
Fires that have been among you, ye glorifie God in the 
Fires. Can ye ſhew any Droſs that theſe Fires have got 
out, the Droſs of Eacthlineſs, the Droſs of Pride, of Un- 
belief, Inordinate Love of the Creature, Self-love, &+c. 
Is any of this Droſs got out? Ezek, 22. 18. Son of Hlan, 
the Houfe of Iſiael is to me become droſs. Though to'them- 
ſelvesrhey may be pure Gold, yet (faith the Lord.) to Me 
they are b:come Droſs, Therefore. he threatens them , 
verſe 20. to gather them. ihnto' Feruſalem, as Men gather 
Silver, Braſs, and Iron, and Lead and Tin into the midft 
of the Furnace, to blow the Fire upon. it, : to melt it, So 
the Lord would gather them in His Anger and melt them, 
and blow upon them in the Fireof. His Wrath, till they 
were melted and conſumed 3: and this He would do, be- 
cauſe their Droſs was not purged away. St. Auguſtine 
ſpeaks excellently to this purpoſe on Pal» 60. Doth the 
Gold: ſhinein the Furnace of the Goldſmith ? It will ſhine, 
and 
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and (bew its luſtre in a Ring, in a Chain, or Bracelet : 
let it ſuffer the crucible, that it may ccme out purged from 
ts drofs, to the publick view. There is the Furn2ce where- 
in 1s droſs and Gold, and Fire at which the Goldſmich 
bloweth 3 in this Furnace the drofs is conſumed, the Gol: 
is refined ; the one is turned to Aſhes, the other is cleared 
from all filth. : The World is the Furnace, the Wicked 


are the Droſs, the Righteous are the Gold 3 Tribulation | 
. is the Fire, and God 1s as the Goldſmith. I do therefore 


what the Goldſmith will have me, where he putteth me 
I endure, I am commanded to bear, he knoweth beſt how 
to purge : Though the Drofs burn to hear, and even con- 
ſume me, yet it waſteth it ſelf, and I am purged fron my 
filth, becauſe my Soul waiteth upon God. 


5. Then do ye glorifie Gud in the Fires, when ye find 
your Hearts made warm anJ1 fruitful by them, what Ho- 
ly warmth and fervour have ye got into your Hearts ? 
Have you any heat towards Spiritual things? God often 
kindleth theſe Fires among us, to put our Hearts into a 
Spiritual warmth : Fire is like the Sun, that great Fire ; 
there 1s a ſcorching power in the Sun; and therefore 
there are ſome that curſe the Sun's riling for ſcorching 
them 3 but the general effec of the Sun is to warm all, and 
to enliven all things. And this is the fruit of the Fire of 
Afiictions to warm the Hearts of God's People with Ho- 
ly Thoughts and Meditations in the Word of God, and 
eſpecially in His Promiies. Now when there is this 
warmth in the Heart, this is a glorifying God in the Fires, 
And let me add one thing more! Then do we glorifie 
God in the Fires, when our Hands grow warm by the 
Fire, when we are more —_ 1n doing good. A Natu- 

ral 
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ral Man's fingers are frozen, he is cold and dead to any 
good Duty, and the beſt of God's Children are herein too 
cold alſo. But then ye glorifie God in the Fires ,, when 
ye are more active in doing good, when ye are a pecu- 
liar People zealous of good Works, when ye are fervent 
in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, The Hypocrite 1s ever too 
hot, or too cold, if over-hot in one thing, he 1s over- 
cold in another; neither hot nor cold, but /ukewarm , 
which is worſe than either of the former, and leſs endu- 
rea by Chriſt, (/evel. 3. 16.) but Zeal in the true Chri- 
ſtian is as the Vital Spirits that never ceaſe Motion or Be- 
10g till he ceaſe to be. Then do ye glorifie God in the 
Fires, when ye are quickned and enlarged to the good 
of others. It is the Nature of Fire to multiply i i»fini- 
14m, till it hath reached to all that is combuſtible : And 
it is the Nature of true Zeal (as of Charity) to begin at 
home ; but afterwards to extend it ſelf ro the utmoſt 
bounds ſet by God to that Holy Fire. And this is 
true of every true Member of Jeſus Chriſt, (as well as of 
David the Type, and of: Chriſt typified by him) which 
was exemplified in our Lord and Head, The Zeal of thine 
Houſe hath eaten me up , *Pſalm 69. 9, He whoſe Zeal 
reacheth not to the Houſe of God, is but a Mongrel 
Zcalot, reſembling neither Chriſt His Pattern , nor any 
of His Party. The Zeal and Feryour that a Chriſtian 
acts from the Fires of AfﬀiGion, 1s hke the Carleſtial 
Fire in its proper Sphere, that-cannot be extinguiſhed ;. 
3nd as a Water in a hot Bath, that keeps its heat whilſt 
the. Water there remains there (although open to the Air) 
as from an Internal and perpetual Cauſe : He is hot with 
others, not becauſe others be fo, but when others are not 
fo; and the more becauſe others are not fo., growing 


hotter 
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hotter by the oppoſite that doth accoft it,. as Fire is more 
vehement by an Antiperiſtaſis of the ambient Cold, as a_ 
Learned Man hath noted. 


Now I beſeech you of this City, and of this place, to 
conlider theſe things, and Jay them to your Hearts z ex- 
amine whether ye have glorified God in the Fires or no, 
by ſuch an anſwerableneſs as theſe Rules call for 2 Mark 
what the Prophet ſaith in a like caſe, *Pſalm 66. O God, 
ſaith the Prophet, Thou haſt proved us and tryed us, as 
Silver 7s tryed, verſe 10, and verſe 12. We went through 
Fire and Water, that is, Thou haſt brought us through 
all manner of Evils : For all kinds of AﬀicQtions in Scrip- 
ture are underſtood by Fire and Water. And we pre- 
ſently find upon: this a glorifying of God. 1 will go into 
thine Houſe with * Burnt-Offerings, I will pay thee my Vows 
which my Lips have uttered, and my eMlouth hath ſpoken 
when I was in trouble : And werſe 16. Come, and hear all 
Je _- fear God, and Þ will declare what he hath done for my 

oul. 

Now to preſs you to this Duty, let me lay ſome! Confi- 
derations before you. : 


1. Unleſs ye glorifie God in the Fires, ye do not an- 
{wer God's end in kindling theſe Fires among you. Do 
you:think that God kindled thefe Fires among you for no- 
thing 2 If a Sparrow falls not to the ground without God's - 
Providence, do ye think that God would kindleſo many 
Fires in this City, and throw down ſo many Thouſand 
Houſes as He did inthe great Conflagration for nothing ? 
Mark what God: faith, eHal; 1. 10. Who 3s there even 
atrwng you that would ſhut the Doors for nought ? _ 
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do ze kindle Fire upon mine Altar for nought, The Words 
may be underſtood two ways in reference to their Cere- 
monial Worlhip. Ye do not kindle a Fire upon mine 
Altar for nought : That is; every Man had ſome end that 
did it, which he propounded to bim{cIf in the doing of it. 
He brought a Sacrifice to offcr. Secondly, He did it not 
_ for nought, that is, without any profit. He ſhould have 
' that which ſhould anſwer his Charge, anſwer the kind- 
ling of that Fire, Now as Men ſhall not kindle a Fire 
for pought, fo God will not kindle a Fire in your Houſes 
for riovght : Ye deteat God of His End, when yeglorifie 
not God in the Fires. 


2. If ye glorifie God 1n the Fires, theſe very Fires 
ſhall be your Glory 5 Then theſe Fires are Bleſſings, when 
we can bleſs and glorifie God for thew. It changeth the 
Nature of theſe Fires, it turneth Evil into Good, when 
we can glorifie -God in theſe Fires: When the Crofs 
fits heavy upon our backs, ard the Fire of Aﬀiction is 
Teady to conſume us, yet if we can glorifie God, and 
blefs Him from the Heart for them, it will be as a Crown 
of Glory upon our Heads. 


2. To glorifhe God tn the Fire of Aﬀiction, isin ſome 
degree a higher Dignity than God puts upon the Angel; 
in Heaven. The Angels only glorifie God in a way of 
Seryice 3 it is only the Saints on Earth that glorifie Him 
in a way of ſuffering. 


4. If ye do not glorifie God 1n the Fires that He hath 
kindled among you, you do but put God upon kindling 
new Fires among you: If one be not big enough, He can 
| make 
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make more, and bigger; and if one will not do it , ano- 
ther ſhall, He will fetch up His Glory one way or other, 
and ye do but make more combuſtible matter for the Judg- 
ment of God, if ye do not yield Him His ends in kind- 


ling ſo many Fires among you. Foſephas tells us, That 


' Titus the Son of Veſpaſian the *{Foman Emperour was very 


unwilling to deſtroy the Temple in Feruſalemr, that he la- 
boured to quench the Flame after it was _ 
ſ{ on fire , and ſuffered ſome prejudice JP: 4 5 Fur 
in his Wars about it 3 it was done divino 
quodam impetu, by a certain Divine Stroke, as the ſame 
Author obferveth. But Joſeph being a Few, was ignorant 
of the main cauſe of the Deſtruftion of the City and Tem- 
pleof Jeruſalem, ſcil. their Rejecting and Murthering the 
Son of God. | 

5. Suppoſe God kindle no more Fires, and bring no 
more ſuch a Judgment upon you, yet be ye aſſured of 
this, that they who glorifie not God in the Fires, ſhall 
find God Himſelf to be a Fire unto them, (Heb. 12. 29.) 
Ozr God, ſaith the Apoſtle, is a conſuming Fire, Not, 
that He will conſume His People, He will conſume their 
Drofs only : But to His Enemies He will be a conſuming 
Fire, He will conſume them for ever. Ye that are Wick- 
ed and Ungodly,. though ye walk all your days in the 


warm Sun, yet God will be a conſuming Fire to you at 


laſt : Who would ſet Briars and Thorns againſt me in Battel, 
faith the Lord, I would go thorough them, I would burn them 
together, *Pſalm 27. 4. Mark what the Prophet faith, 
Ia. 33. 14. The Sinners in Sion are afraid, fearfulneſs hath 
fſurprized the Hypocrites, Who among us ſhall dwell with 
the devouring Fire « Who among us ſhall dwell with Ever- 
laſting Burnings £ God is before His own People as a " 
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but they can come near to it, and not be burnt : But the 
Hypocrite trembleth ar it, ſaying, Who ſhall dwell with de- 
vouring Fire ? It is a ſad thing to have Burnings in yoar 
Dwellings that laſt but a few Hours z how woful is it 
then to dwell with Everlaſting Burnings 2 Now God will 
be a Devouring Fire, and Everlzſting Burnings to all them 
that are droffy, and continue in Sin, 

Therefore I beſeech you, ſtudy to put this Exhortation 
in my Text in Practice, viz. To glorifie God in the Fires. 
The Apoſtle ſaith, I» every thing give thanks : Let God 
do what He will with His People, they have cauſe in 

every thing to glorifie Him. Therefore 

_ = 4 Thomas de Kempis ſpeaks excellently in 

. be 133» , "eng . 

c. 5. his Book of the Imitation of Chriſt, I 
give Thee hearty thanks O Lord my 

God, that Thou haſt nor fpared my faults, but haſt viſt- 
ted me with thy Stripes for them : Thy Correction ſhall 
Inftruct me, and Thy Rod ſhall Tutor me-unto Salvation. 
Gregory ſpeaks ſweetly to this purpoſe. Who can be un- 
thankful even for Blows, when as He went not out of the 
World without Stripes, who came into and lived in it 
without Faults 2 Therefore He 1s of a right Judgment , 
who not only glorifieth God in Proſperity, bur alfo who 
blefleth His Name for Calamities: If thou ſhalt by Thank(- 
grving in Adverſiry gain the Peace of God with the 
Things which thou haſt loſt {ball be reſtored with Multi- 
phcation, and moreover Eternal Joys for the ſhort time of 
thy Sorrow, ſhall be furely added. Thanks mult be gi- 
ven to a Father for his Scourges and fevereſt Diſcipline: ; 
for the Blows of a Fatherare better than the Kiſſes of an 
Enemy, This is the very Will of God to give Thanks 
always. In every thing to give Thanks, argies a. Soul 
rightly 
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rightly Inſtrutted. Haſt thou ſuffered any Loſs, any Evil 3 
if thou wilt, it is no Evil, give Thanks to God, and glo- 
riffe Him, and then thou haſt turned the Evil into Good. 
Say thou alſo as Fob, when he had Joſt all, The Lord hath 
given, the Lord hath taken, bleſſed be the N ante of the Lord, 
Job then did more deeply wound the Devil, when being 
ſtript out of all, he gave Thanks to God , than if he had 
diſtributed all to the Poor and Needy : For it. is much 
more to be ſtript of all, and to bear it patiently and 
thankfully, than for a Rich Man to give Alms, as it here 
hapned to Righteous Fob. Hath the Fire taken hold up- 


on your Houſes, and turned any of you out of your- 


Dwellings, and conſumed your whole Subſtance, Re- 
member the Sufferings and Loſſes of Fob. Give Thanks 
to God, who could (though He did not.) have hindred 
that Miſchance, and thou ſhalt be ſure to receive as equal 
a Reward, as if thou hadſt put all-into the Boſom of the 
Indigent. Therefore let us not reſt in this, that we bear 
Aﬀiictions, and ſuffer Loffes, but labour to bring our 
Hearts to glorifie God in the Fires of Afﬀition. 
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